ORDINANCE NO. ____________
AN ORDINANCE REVISING AND AMENDING THE CLAREMORE CODE OF ORDINANCES AND THE CITY OF CLAREMORE-ROGERS COUNTY ZONING CODE TO PERMIT RESIDENTIAL LIVING SPACE WITHIN COMMERCIAL AND PROFESSIONAL BUSINESS PROPERTIES IN THE DOWNTOWN HISTORICAL DISTRICT, AS DESCRIBED IN THE 2006 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, PAGE 4-29.

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Claremore, and the citizens of the City of Claremore to restore and preserve the original downtown area within the City of Claremore, Oklahoma; and,

WHEREAS, the restoration, preservation and enhancement of the original downtown area of the City of Claremore would be fostered and improved by modifying the existing City Code of Ordinances and the City of Claremore-Rogers County Zoning Code to permit the compatible residential use simultaneously with the commercial use and purpose of the original downtown business area of the City of Claremore;

NOW THEREFORE IT SHALL BE ORDAINED AS FOLLOWS:

The City of Claremore Code of Ordinances and the City of Claremore-Rogers County Zoning Code shall be amended to provide and permit the existence and use of apartments and residential living areas within commercial buildings in the original downtown area of the City of Claremore, Oklahoma, subject to the following limitations:

A. Living quarters in the downtown business district must be located in an upperfloor of a multistory building or in the rear of  single story structures.

B. No entrance to such residential living quarters may open directly from a street into living quarters and no downtown stairs living quarters may be visible from the street. This restriction shall not apply to a doorway leading to an upstairs apartment.

C. Living quarters in a commercial district shall not comprise more than 50 percent of the total square footage of the building.

D. Occupants of residential living quarters within a commercial business may not utilize more than two on street parking spaces for their personal and/or business motor vehicles.

E. Only single family* residences may be utilized within a commercial establishment. Multi –family use requires zoning to an RM classification.

F. Where a commercial establishment is used to accommodate a single family* residence, that part of the building which is utilized for commercial purposed must conform to the commercial building code and that part which is utilized for residential purposes must conform to the residential code and requirements.
G. The residential use of commercial property may be leased or rented, by the building owner, and shall comprise no more than 50% of the total square footage of the building.

H. The properties which are in use prior or simultaneously with the passage of this ordinance shall be grandfathered in and may continue to be utilized in their present form and purpose. Should such property be sold or conveyed after the passage of this Ordinance, then, in the event, all property should be subject to all building regulations and the requirements, restrictions and limitations of the City of Claremore’s Building Code and Ordinances.


      *Single family residence is defined as living quarters for a single family unit.

BE IT SO ORDAINED on this ___________ day of ___________, 2000_.







CITY OF CLAREMORE, OKLAHOMA







BY: ______________________________








MAYOR

Attest:

____________________________

City Clerk

