Press Release for Immediate Publication
A “This Place Matters Tour” of Historic Structures and Adaptive Reuse Buildings is planned for Saturday, September 12, in Hobart, Oklahoma.  The event is co-sponsored by Preservation Oklahoma and the Hobart Main Street Program.  Southwest Oklahoma has many historic homes and downtown buildings, many of which were built soon after the opening of the lands of southwestern Oklahoma for settlement in 1901.  Preservation Oklahoma is partnering with community organizations, local museums, and historical societies to promote awareness of these important structures and landscapes to local communities and their economies.

The tour will feature a number of renovated commercial properties in the Downtown Hobart Historic District, including the former Ben Franklin and Penney’s buildings, the Muldrow Apartments in the former Farmers & Merchants National Bank building, and the Bearcat Alley / Courtyard businesses on S. Washington Street.  Other structures featured on the tour include the former Johnny Lemon Home (Louis and Gwen Sims home) and the Masonic Lodge.  The tour will conclude with a tour and reception at the First United Methodist Church.  
Tours will begin at 1:30 p.m. at the Creamery at General Tommy Franks Leadership Institute & Museum, located at 517 S. Main, where participants may purchase the program-map tickets after a brief introduction.  Participants may then move on to the different buildings at their own pace and direction.  Discussants will be at each location to provide information about the history of the structure and its architectural features.  A closing reception will be held at 4:30 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church, located at the southwest corner of 2nd & Washington.

Proceeds of the tour will benefit the Hobart Main Street Program and Preservation Oklahoma.  Information about the tour and ticket prices may be obtained by contacting the Preservation Oklahoma Office at 405-525-5325 or by calling Hobart Main Street Executive Director Stephen Boyd at 580-726-4206.  Civic and cultural groups are encouraged to attend.  Interested persons or groups may also email Ken Kelsey at kdkelsey@nwosu.edu  for more information.  Join the fun and support the work of preservation and the local Main Street Program in Hobart!
