Oklahoma Main Street Towns

Potential Non-Main Street Tours

National Main Streets Conference

May 2-5, 2010

These are tour ideas that would be of interest to Main Streeters but don’t have direct connections with the any of our official Oklahoma Main Street programs.  These are not listed in any order of distance, priority, or importance:

City:  Route 66 west, Oklahoma City to Clinton
Travel time/distance:  2-1/2 hours, 84 miles
Transportation: Bus
Potential Partners: Oklahoma Route 66 Association
Main Street focus: The importance of Route 66 as a heritage corridor.  Tour goes through Oklahoma City (starting at State Capitol and going through Asian District), Bethany (former Main Street town), Yukon, El Reno (GAMSA Main Street town), Hydro (Lucille’s Filling Station, a major landmark), Bridgeport, and Weatherford (now center of a huge wind farm), and Clinton (Route 66 Museum).  Lunch could be at Lucille’s (a new restaurant based on the landmark).  Stop could be at Cherokee Trading Post or other historic 100+ year-old Indian trading post along the way.  Return route could be on I-40.
City:  Route 66 east, Oklahoma City to Chandler
Travel time/distance:  2 hours with stops, 45 miles
Transportation:  Bus
Potential Partners:  Oklahoma Route 66 Association
Main Street focus:  The importance of Route 66 as a heritage corridor.  Recommendation is to take I-44 northeast to Chandler.  Tour Museum of Pioneer History downtown, then head to Route 66 Interpretive Center in a restored National Guard Armory.  At some time have short performance by Miss Fay’s Marionette Theater.  Then head west to Arcadia, tour 1898 Round Barn (1992 National Preservation Award Winner), and make final stop at POPS, a new Route 66 landmark with 400 types of pop sold in a $5.2 million filling station.
City:  Oklahoma City, The Paseo Artists District
Travel time/distance:  10 minutes
Transportation:  Bus, walking on site
Potential Partners:  Paseo Artists Association
Main Street focus:  Tour a 2-block curvilinear Spanish Revival district that is on the National District.  Small, quaint shops full of artists, retail shops, and restaurants.  Could be half day shopping trip.
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City:  Oklahoma City, MidTown
Travel time/distance:  10 minutes
Transportation:  Bus, with some walking on site
Potential Partners:  MidTown Association
Main Street focus:  Located just north of downtown Oklahoma City, this 81-square block had some 80% of the historic building stock demolished.  Very blighted area.  This is now a new urban hotspot with building rehabilitations, contemporary infill, restaurants, and retail.  Incredible special event:  The Halloween Walk that is only 2 years old but draws 30,000 people with the main draw of 1,800 walking skeletons honoring local (but internationally known) band, The Flaming Lips.
City: Oklahoma City, MAPS Overview Tour
Travel time/distance:  Right out of Cox Center into downtown area
Transportation:  Partial walking, trolley, water taxi
Potential Partners:  City of Oklahoma City, Downtown Oklahoma City, Inc.
Main Street focus:  Learn how a public vote for a sales tax created funding for 9 major public projects. As each of these came on line in the late 1990’s and early 2000’s, each was paid for.  These projects changed the self-image of a town as well as carried the city through the 1995 downtown truck bombing and the May 3, 1999, tornadoes.  Projects included a new downtown library: a new sports facility (which eventually became a temporary home to the New Orleans Hornets as well as permanently relocated another NBA team that became the Oklahoma City Thunder); a new canal with water taxis; a new downtown baseball park; a trolley system; an expanded convention center; a rehabilitated river (now venue for major rowing events and Olympic rowing trials as well as a riverboat system);  an improved state fairgrounds for equestrian events; and a rehabilitated Art Deco Civic Center Music Hall.  This is now a national model for packaging multiple public improvements projects.
City:  Oklahoma City, Art Deco Tour
Travel time/distance:  Right out of Skirvin Hotel into downtown area, 5 blocks each way
Transportation:  Walking tour
Potential Partners:  Downtown Oklahoma City, Inc.
Main Street focus:  Park Avenue is the Art Deco spine of downtown Oklahoma City.  Walk a total of 5 blocks to see a trio of 1930’s public works projects sited on an abandoned railroad yard.  The Oklahoma County Courthouse, the City Hall of Oklahoma City, and the Civic Center Music Hall are three major Art Deco landmarks.  On the way back, stop at the First National Building at the corner of Park and Robinson for an interior Art Deco treat, including a major banking room and a 14th floor barbershop of Art Deco design. 
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City:  Oklahoma City, Recent Past Tour
Travel time/distance:  Places are scattered throughout Oklahoma City
Transportation:  Bus, with walking
Potential Partners:  ????
Main Street focus:  Oklahoma City is becoming well known for its “Recent Past” architecture of the 1950’s and 1960’s.  Tour these sites:  Park Harvey Lofts (1958 office building converted to living spaces downtown, tax credit project); Stage Center (1970 John Johansen structure of international recognition, downtown); St. Luke’s Methodist Church (1950’s Jetsonian church set in a premier historic Heritage Hills Neighborhood); First Christian Church (1958 egg-shaped church of tomorrow set in the Crown Heights/Edgemere Heights historic neighborhood); Gold Dome (1958 geodesic dome, winner of 2007 Board of Advisors’ Award from the National Trust); The Classen Tower (1966 office tower converted to living spaces based on Frank Lloyd Wright’s Price Tower); and the 360 Condos (circular shaped high rise with revolving restaurant on upper floor).
City: Oklahoma City, Myriad Gardens
Travel time/distance:  5 minutes walking
Transportation:  Walking
Potential Partners:  Myriad Gardens staff
Main Street focus:  What happens when 4 blocks of buildings are demolished for a green space?  Based on the 1960’s I.M. Pei plan for a public garden, this controversial space is now a beloved community space and home to one of the Top 10 Outdoor Events each year, the Festival of the Arts held each year.  Tour the outside gardens, ponds, and lush landscaping set below street level.  Then tour the innovative “Beer Can on Its Side” botanical garden.  
City:  Oklahoma City, Oklahoma City National Memorial
Travel time/distance: 10 minutes walking
Transportation:  Walking, could use trolley system
Potential Partners:  National Memorial staff and volunteers; Hans and Torrey Butzer, architects and designers.
Main Street focus:  When tragedy strikes, a community is tested.  With 168 deaths, over 600 injuries, 13 collapsed buildings, and 350 damaged buildings, Oklahoma City gained international recognition for its incredible response to the 1995 downtown truck bombing.  With a new description, “The Oklahoma Standard,” citizens realized that their response, hospitality, faith, and community commitment in those challenging after months could be translated into an incredible memorial.  After an international design competition, an outdoor memorial took shape.  Shortly after, a museum came on line.  Tour this incredible facility that is now an international destination, a rallying point for all types of human justice issues, and the beginning place for an internationally recognized marathon that includes over 19,000 runners and 5,000 volunteers.  The 
Tours Non-Main Street

Page Four
outdoor tour takes up to an hour; the museum tour, 2 hours.  The outdoor memorial is open around the clock.  A self guided night tour is both safe and recommended.
City:  Oklahoma City, Automobile Alley
Travel time/distance:  5 minutes walking
Transportation:  Walking, trolley could be used
Potential Partners:  Downtown Oklahoma City, Inc., Automobile Alley Main Street board
Main Street focus:  This nondescript area received heavy damage at the time of the 1995 downtown truck bombing.  A group formed and created an urban Main Street program.  From 29 strangers who had 70 severely damaged buildings came a vision.  Fourteen years later, over $40 million dollars has been reinvested in a series of historic automobile showrooms for a variety of new uses.
City:  Oklahoma City, Film Row
Travel time/distance:  10 minutes at most
Transportation:  Trolley or bus, walking in district
Potential Partners:  Film Row organization
Main Street focus:  This is one of about 30 regional film exchange districts created in the country in the 1920’s.  It is the only intact district left.  Come tour a series of Art Deco, Hollywood set buildings designed for the screening and distribution of early movies.  New uses for this area as well as a creative streetscape will set the stage for future urban drama, plots, and roles.
TAX CREDIT PROJECTS

City: Oklahoma City, Downtown Tax Credit Projects

Travel time/distance:  Various sites, no time 
Transportation:  Bus or trolley with some walking
Potential Partners:  Downtown Oklahoma City, Inc.; State Historic Preservation Office
Main Street focus: A variety of downtown projects have improved the visibility and importance for both the national tax credits and the matching state tax credits.  Start at the Skirvin Hotel.  Visit the 1958 Park Harvey Lofts (1958 office building converted to living) then head to the Buick Building (automobile showroom converted to restaurant).  Stop at the Sieber Hotel (residential hotel reclaimed after 25 years of vacancy) before heading to the Heierding Brothers Meat Market (flat-iron shaped building now housing an architect’s office).  
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City:  Oklahoma City, Underground Tour
Travel time/distance:  5 minutes (down)
Transportation:  Walking only (no vehicular access)
Potential Partners:  Downtown Oklahoma City, Inc.
Main Street focus:  Constructed in the 1960’s and 1970’s, the ConnCourse (named for a civic leader with Conn as a last name) was a 12-block underground tunnel system connecting major buildings in downtown.  Restaurants, barbers, style shops, gift stores, and all other types of retail spaces quickly filled the space as almost 1,000 building demolitions above ground eliminated commercial spaces.  Following the 1980’s oil bust, much of this retail activity disappeared as this space was cursed for taking pedestrians off the street.  In the early 2000’s, this again was seen as an asset for downtown.  Over $2 million work of rehabilitation brought new life for the re-christened “Underground.”  
City:  Oklahoma City Overview Tour, various places
Travel time/distance:  Various places, day tour
Transportation:  Bus, walking
Potential Partners:  State Historic Preservation Staff
Main Street focus:  Created by the Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Staff for the 2008 National Trust Conference in Tulsa, this is a wonderful overview of Oklahoma City.  Stops include the Oklahoma History Center, State Capitol, Gold Dome, Overholser Mansion, and other landmarks.
City:  Oklahoma City, Western Avenue
Travel time/distance:  10 minutes from downtown
Transportation:  Bus, walking on site
Potential Partners:  Western Avenue Association
Main Street focus:  This is the most eclectic street in Oklahoma City.  Once a stretch of historic Route 66, this long commercial district includes everything from the most hip restaurants to classic automotive repair shops, antique stores, gift stores, and all other types of retail.  This could be billed simply as a shopping tour with a choice of many great lunch spots.
City:  Guthrie, Oklahoma

Travel time/distance:  30 miles, 45 minutes

Transportation:  Bus, walking on site
Potential Partners:  City of Guthrie
Main Street focus:  Visit this territorial capitol city.  National Historic Landmark District.  1988 Preservation Honor Award.  Large collection of Flemish-influenced, Victorian architecture.  World’s largest Masonic Scottish Rite Temple.
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City: Medicine Park, Oklahoma

Travel time/distance:  90 miles, 1-1/2 hours
Transportation: Bus, walking on site
Potential Partners:  ????

Main Street focus:  Severely deteriorated just a few years ago, this 1920’s mountain resort town is again bustling.  Built all of cobblestones, the quaint buildings line a restored mountain creek that was dammed for a swimming hole and crossed with suspension bridges.  Beautiful setting nestled into the Wichita Mountains.  Day trip could include lunch at unique restaurants as well as side tour through the country’s first wildlife refuge or stop at the Holy City, a mountain spiritual center.
These are ideas for another 17tours for the conference.  Not all will happen; however, all could be great labs for Main Streeters from all types of towns.
Tours Non-Main Street

