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Here is a list of all the Oklahoma Main Street towns that are within 90 miles or roughly a 90 minute bus ride from downtown Oklahoma City.  There are some notes by each if there is something special.  Travel time is conservation due to bus travel speeds and logistics.
Listed in distance from downtown, closest to most distant:

10 minutes

Eastside Capitol Gateway, northeast Oklahoma City

· Bus tour.  District is not walkable.  Long, not typical downtown commercial district.  Stop could include tour of State Capitol, just to get people out.  Also, the tour could include the Governor’s Mansion.  Part of this district in on historic Route 66.
10 minutes

Stockyards City, southwest Oklahoma City

· Bus to district, easily walkable.

· Interesting place.  Could have a guided tour with time built in for shopping.  Lots of western retail.  

10 minutes

Plaza District, northwest Oklahoma City

· Bus to district, easily walkable

· Great, small urban commercial district.  Lots of buildings to go into:  Lyric Theatre at the Plaza (rehabbed theater), dance studio, live/work spaces (tons of them), international import businesses.

10 minutes

Capitol Hill, southwest Oklahoma City

· Interesting area that is transforming from blue collar area to Hispanic Center.  Individual buildings:  Community Action Agency (conversion of 1950’s department store to offices), Oklahoma Opry (conversion of neighborhood theater to live venue); Latino businesses.

45 minutes, 27 miles 

El Reno, mid-size town west of Oklahoma City

· Town on Route 66 with strong onion fried hamburger heritage.  Actual rail-based trolley circles downtown.  Tour could be on foot and trolley.  All day tour could include great lunch.  Tour could include Fort Reno just west of downtown.  This is a GAMSA town.

45 minutes, 37 miles
Shawnee, mid-size town east of Oklahoma City

· Great, classic downtown with plenty of individual stops.  Could be a half day tour or a full day tour.  Could be paired with Prague for a full day tour.
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1 hour, 63 miles
Perry, small/mid-size town north of Oklahoma City

· Great, classic, courthouse town with many design successes.  Good shopping, great downtown restaurants.  IOOF state headquarters right downtown as well as a heritage center.  Shopping time/dine on your own could work here.  Super museum on edge of town that could make for a full day tour.

1 hour, 15 minutes, 58 miles
Prague, small town east of Oklahoma City

· Town with strong Czech Heritage.  Downtown is small and could be toured on foot quickly.  Stops could include downtown museum.  Just out of town is Bohemian Hall, a Czech community center.  Also, the National Shrine of the Infant Jesus is here.  This draws 30,000 people from around the world each year.  Interesting tie to Prague, Czech Republic.  Tour takes about 1-1/2 hours….but really cool.  Prague could be a full day tour with stops or just downtown tour could be paired with Shawnee.
1hour, 15 minutes, 58 miles
Pauls Valley, small town south of Oklahoma City

· Depart from downtown Oklahoma City at Art Deco Santa Fe Depot (3 blocks from Skirvin Hotel) for a ride to this town on Amtrak.  Get off at restored train depot, walk 2 blocks to rehabilitated department store that is now the Toy and Action Figure Museum.  Great place.  Incredible local resources.  Group can walk around downtown, filled with brick streets.  For return, would need bus transportation.  Could pair with Chickasaw Nation for this.

1-1/2 hours, 68 miles
Watonga, small town northwest of Oklahoma City

· Cool little town with former stagecoach stop converted to restaurant and bed and breakfast.  Childhood home of Clarence Nash, voice of Donald Duck.  Great new park downtown.  This town is small with limited retail.  Beautiful drive west, partially on historic Route 66.  Tour could include stops at Cherokee Trading Post (classic curio shop), Fort Reno, or drive over historic Route 66 bridge in Bridgeport.  There is a restored home of an Oklahoma governor and an interesting state park with WPA, spring fed pool that could make this an interesting tour.
1-1/2 hours, 80 miles
Duncan, mid-size town southwest of Oklahoma City

· Larger town.  Many buildings “improved” with 1950’s and 1960’s storefronts.  Might be interesting case of working with what you have.  Interesting restaurants and some retail.  Could be paired with Simmons Center stop, great community center, as well as stop at the Chisholm Trail Museum…which will help explain unique streetscape project downtown.  Could pair with Chickasaw Nation for bus transportation.  Downtown is a walkable area.
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1-1/2 hours, 83 miles
Enid, mid-size town northwest of Oklahoma City

· Great, classic, courthouse town with many design successes.  Great retail (shopping time needed).  Super restaurants.  All day tour.  Very walkable downtown.  This is right on the edge of travel time/distance.  This is a GAMSA town, so worth the drive.  Other museums could be incorporated into overall day.

1-1/2 hours, 84 miles
Sulphur, small town south of Oklahoma City

· Great town with national recreation district right next to downtown and National Park offices in tax credit, upper floor spaces downtown.  Significant investment by Chickasaw Nation, including reconstruction of historic hotel that burned.  Small town doesn’t have that much retail, but stop at new Chickasaw Heritage Center will show partnership with town and Nation.  Side stop could be a Turner Falls, a significant place in the Arbuckle Mountains as well as tour through the Chickasaw National Recreation Area.  Could pair with Chickasaw Nation for bus transportation.

1-1/2 hours, 84 miles
Ada, mid-size town southeast of Oklahoma City

· Retail hub for 8-county region.  Much work is underway downtown by Chickasaw Nation.  Could pair with Nation for bus transportation.  Downtown is walkable.  Shopping/lunch on your own could make this a full day tour.

1-3/4 hours, 97 miles
Ardmore, mid-size town south of Oklahoma City

· Depart from downtown Oklahoma City at Art Deco Santa Fe Depot (3 blocks from Skirvin Hotel) for a ride to this town on Amtrak.  Get off at restored train depot that houses the Ardmore Main Street Authority.  Main Street operates this as an events center as well.  Downtown is easily walkable, with many stops available.  Great restaurants and shopping, so shopping and lunch on your own could work.  For return, would need bus transportation.  Could pair with Chickasaw Nation for this.  Great scenic ride through the Arbuckle Mountains will make for a short trip.

Towns that may push the limit, but worth the drive:

2 hours, 102 miles
Ponca City, mid-size town north of Oklahoma City

· Great, Spanish Revival architecture throughout this oil boom town.  Restored theater.  Wonderful City Hall rehabilitation.  Retail, restaurants could make for shopping time and lunch on your own.  Super Marland Mansion, 55,000 s.f. 1920’s house.  Interesting lake with historic baseball camp and pool.  Lots to see here.

Potential Oklahoma Main Street Tours

Page Four
2-1/2 hours, 116 miles
Newkirk, small town north of Oklahoma City
· Very small town with many design successes. This is a GAMSA town.  Great small town success story.  This could be paired with Ponca City, but may be too much for one tour.  Both towns could stand on their own.  Recommendation is to pair this with a stop in Billings, Oklahoma, another very small town that has a restored house (very unique), restored drug store that is a museum for a local son-turned-governor, and a unique bed and breakfast.

3 hours (+), 147 miles
Durant, mid-size town southeast of Oklahoma City

· This is a very successful town in all 4 points.  Would be a day tour.  Stop could be in Tishomingo at historic Chickasaw National Capitol to break up length of trip.  Could pair with Chickasaw Nation for bus transportation.  However, Durant is in the Choctaw Nation (just outside the Chickasaw boundaries).  We would have to check on the logistics.  Possibly include Choctaw heritage stop as well.  Local Main Street manager could guide us on this.

Overall, we have 15 Oklahoma Main Street programs within a 90 minute/90 mile radius of downtown Oklahoma City.  We have 3 more programs within the “edge” distance.  Of 18 programs, 3 of these are GAMSA winners.  

Just to make sure all towns are considered, the next page has the rest of our towns listed by quadrants of the state.  These are too far away in time or distance or are difficult to get to or have limited offerings for a designated bus tour.  However, paired with other towns or combined with stops for other attractions, each of these towns may be “the one that defies” all the boundaries.  Oklahoma has very diverse scenery, very unusual places, and great museums throughout the state.  In fairness to all, quick notes follow for each town.

There will be another list of potential tours that are not Oklahoma Main Street programs.
Main Street town tours
Oklahoma Main Street Towns

More than 90 miles or 90 Minutes of Travel

Southwest Oklahoma Main Street Towns

95 miles
Cordell.  (Inactive)  GAMSA town.  Great courthouse square.  Lots of rehabilitation.

116 miles
Hobart.  Great courthouse square.  Lots of great rehabilitations.  On the edge of Quartz Mountains and state park.

128 miles
Sayre.  Route 66.  Classic, famous courthouse of The Grapes of Wrath focus.

138 miles
Altus.  Classic courthouse square with lots of rehabilitation.  Not far from Quartz Mountains.

147 miles
Mangum.  Classic courthouse square with lots of rehabilitations.  Great case study of what a strong vision can do for a town that was struggling.  Historically, part of Texas.  Close to the Quartz Mountains.
Northwest Oklahoma Main Street Towns

133 miles
Cherokee.  Small town on the edge of the Great Salt Plains Federal Wildlife Refuge where one can dig for selenite crystals.  

139 miles
Woodward. Real western, high plains town on the Northwest Passage, a major thoroughfare leading to the Colorado ski slopes.
150+ miles
Shattuck.  Small town with incredible outdoor museum of historic windmills.

170 + miles
Laverne.  Very small town, home to a Miss America.

264 miles
Guymon.  How do you make a town work in the dead center of “No Man’s Land” with quickly changing demographics?  This town is bustling!
Northeast Oklahoma Main Street Towns

104 miles
Okmulgee.  GAMSA town.  Beautiful town with lots of building rehabilitations.  

Strong Muscogee (Creek) heritage.
105 miles
RedFork.  Route 66 history.  Original location for Tulsa.  

120+ miles
Collinsville.  Great city hall rehabilitation following major fire.

128 miles
Sapulpa.  Route 66 town.  Frankoma Pottery.  Lots of building rehabilitations.

131 miles
Claremore.  Home to Will Rogers.  Route 66.  Lots of rehabilitations downtown.

137 miles
Muskogee.  Okie from Muskogee fame.  Port city, home to the Five Civilized Tribes.  Great building rehabilitations.

167 miles
Tahlequah.  Beautiful Illinois River town.  Strong Cherokee heritage.  Is at the end of the Trail of Tears.  Lots of cultural attractions.

193 miles
Miami.  Route 66 town.  Superb Coleman Theater restoration.  Just recently removed their serpentine street from the 1960’s.  Home to 9 Indian Nations.
Southeast Oklahoma Main Street Towns
121 miles
McAlester.  Larger downtown with lots of great retail.  Separate historic, original downtown north of current downtown.

130 miles
Atoka.  Small town with lots of potential.

153 miles
Wilburton.  Great small town with lots of things happening.  Mining history.  Just completed award-winning Jewish merchant heritage park.
185+ miles
Talihina.  Very small mountain town with lots of rehabilitations taking place.

190 miles
Poteau.  Town on the Arkansas border that has lots of rehabilitations underway.

215 miles
Broken Bow.  Small town with much potential.

222 miles
Idabel.  Small town on Texas border with lots of growth.
