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So what is OklaTravelwire anyway? 

OklaTravelwire is a free service provided by the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department meant to help partners within the state tourism industry get their press releases seen by hundreds of relevant media outlets in an effort to help maximize media coverage of Oklahoma tourism news. Simply put, it’s a way to send your press releases to journalists nationwide with minimal effort. 
Ok, so how does it work?

The Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department keeps an active database list containing information on hundreds of tourism-friendly media outlets regionally and across the country. Every week we post every press release sent to us in the media professionals section of our website (www.Travelok.com) and then compile an e-mail that goes out to all of the outlets and journalists on our Travelwire list.  The e-mail contains the headline of your press release, a few sentences from the release and then a link to its posting on our website. Interested journalist can then follow the link to your posting on our page and contact you if they need more information. 
So why should I take part in OklaTravelwire?
We here at OTRD spend a lot of time building relationships with travel writers, journalists, and editors so that Oklahoma Tourism gets the coverage it needs and rightfully deserves. The relationships we have built with these media professionals allow them to pay extra close attention to the story ideas and news announcements we send them on an ongoing basis. This attention often times leads to mentions or feature length articles in publications across the country which help drive attendance and awareness for you! The best part is that OklaTravelwire is a service we provide for free, meaning you drum up publicity for your tourism destination, attraction, or event without touching a penny of your marketing budget. 
Ok, I’m convinced, but how do I sign up?

All you have to do is e-mail your press releases to Austin@travelok.com. That’s it! Once you send the release it will be posted online, and include it in the mail-out we send to our media list. 

That’s awesome, OklaTravelwire is free, and requires almost no effort! Do you have any tips on what my press release should look like?

We’re glad you asked! We submit your press release as it is sent to us. We get too many releases to clean up grammatical or formatting mistakes, so what you send is what gets sent out to our media contacts after our approval. With this in mind here are a few suggestions to help make sure your press release reads well and fits into our limited formatting:
1. Make sure to check for spelling and grammatical errors – This may seem like a no-brainer, but forgetting to use spell check or forgetting to seek out grammar errors can make a difference in how legitimate your press release looks to journalists scanning for news worthy stories.  

2. Make sure to always add your contact info to the top of your press release – It’s hard for journalist to cover your news when they don’t know who to talk to. Always list your name, title, phone number and e-mail address at the top of the release where it’s easy to find.
3. Headlines are important! – In the modern age of e-mail, RSS feeds, and endless information, the difference between someone reading your press release or ignoring it can be as simple as your headline.  Make sure your headline is as short as possible while still summarizing the entire premise of your release.  A good headline should let me know exactly what the press release is about without having to read anything beyond the headline. Sometimes the release may be a bit too complicated to accomplish this goal, but always try your best. ALSO USING ALL CAPS IS NOT A GOOD IDEA BECAUSE MOST PEOPLE FIND IT ANNOYING, AND SOMEWHAT HARD TO READ. 
4. Don’t send or include pictures – Pictures and cool formatting are a nice touch when sending your releases personally to media outlets, but for the purposes of Travelwire try your best to send MS Word format documents as it makes uploading your press release way easier. We like pictures, but they just don’t work for our purposes, sorry!

So, are we forgetting anything?
Nope -  OklaTravelwire is that simple: E-mail press releases to Austin@Travelok.com and the rest is done by us. Of course, we need your help spreading the word! Make sure to tell all your tourism partners and colleagues about Travelwire so that everyone can get the coverage that they deserve.
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