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Optimism for Retailers in Tough Economic Times
by David Myers, CEcD, Executive Director, Ponca City Economic Development Authority
     OKLAHOMA IS OKAY…according to Oklahoma State’s Dr. Mark Snead, a professional economic forecaster. Snead presented the outlook for the Oklahoma economy on November 18 in OKC. He says that the U.S. is in recession, but that Oklahoma has been largely spared so far. Not so in 2009 when the state will see job loss for the first time. That loss, however, will still be much less than the rest of the nation. The conference also included several experts from several industries including energy, agriculture, Native American industry and more. It featured two invited communities selected because their economies were robust and represented economic success stories that are not often heard in the press. Those two communities were Duncan and, yes, Ponca City.

     This month’s news that ConocoPhillips will be reviewing some positions in Ponca City is not the old company  town equivalent of closing the mill.  The refinery, as well as pipeline and terminal assets, represents the majority of the company’s operations here and those jobs are fine. The other jobs under review are just that, under review. Companies do this on a regular basis, as they are in communities all over the United States these days. This is not, however, 1985 or 2003. There are options and opportunities in place today that were not in place even five years ago.

      When a community stops being a company town, which we did 23 years ago, one becomes a regular American economy. Welcome to normalcy. The overall local economy is strong as the vast majority of Ponca City jobs are not in the oil and gas industry, let alone connected to ConocoPhillips. The short story is that the diversification of Ponca City which began in 1994 is now paying big dividends to our local economy.    

Hometown Holiday Weekend

December 5 to 7, 2008
City Christmas Tree Lighting and Caroling

City Hall Grounds

Wednesday, November 26 – 6:00 PM 

City-wide Holiday Lighting Festival, the “Festival of Angels”, begins today!

Main Street “Destination Downtown” Diamond Raffle

Diamond Jewelry Donated by Participating Downtown Jewelers 
Her Majesty’s Gems, McGee’s, Sprays
Drawing – Friday, December 19 at Her Majesty’s Gems at 12:00 Noon
Main Street Holiday Window Decorating Contest

For all downtown merchants – call to enter 763-8082

First, Second and Third Placing with Chamber Bucks as prizes
Judging 2nd week of December

Sidewalk Christmas Caroling

By PC Mid-High and High School Choral Groups 
Saturday, December 6th from 11:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Christmas Music Downtown 

During December shopping hours compliments of KLVV Radio Station

City of PC Lighted Christmas Parade

Coordianted by the Ponca City Park and Recreation Department.

Friday, December 5, at 6:00 PM along Grand Ave. Downtown
WBBZ Santa House

Sponsored by the PC Chamber of Commerce

Saturday, December 13 – 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM, PC Chamber Parking Lot

“A Vaudeville Christmas Carol” Stage Production

 Poncan Theatre

Thurs., December 4th at 7:30 PM, Fri., December 5th at 7:30, Sat.,
December 6th at 7:30, Sun. 7th at 2:00 PM

and

“One Voice”… A Tribute to Patsy Cline, Karen Carpenter and Judy Garland 
Sat., December 6th at 2:00 PM
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Ponca City Main Street’s

Destination Diamonds Holiday Raffle
Purchase tickets at 

participating jewelers.
 $1 each or 6 for $5
Her Majesty’s Gems–Diamond Necklace $750 value

McGee’s Jewelers–Diamond Earrings $1895 value

Spray’s Jewelers–Diamond Bracelet $2275 value
Drawing: Friday, Dec. 19 at 12 noon 

at Her Majesty’s Gems 

Must not be present to win!
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Ponca City Main Street’s

Hometown Holiday Window Contest

Ponca City Main Street will be conducting a 

Holiday Window Decorating Contest during the month of December. 

Windows will be judged the second week of December. The winners will be announced by mid-December and a notice put in the PC News.  
(Painted windows are not considered for contest judging.)
Property owners and/or businesses are encouraged to decorate using a theme representing the holiday season which incorporates such things as lights, animation and other holiday items.  

Merchants are further encouraged to continue their displays into the night keeping windows lit past store closings for the public to enjoy. 

Call the office at 763-8082 by December 8 to register for judging!  

First, second and third place Chamber Buck prizes and certificates will be awarded.

Call Jayne Detten, PCMS Director, at 763-8082 with questions 

or for more details. 
***********************************************************
For general holiday window painting
call window artist Patty McCune at 761-5970!
A Christmas gift to inspire you…
Nothing happens but first a dream….
Sometimes in the winds of change we find our true direction.

Courage does not always roar.

Laughter is an instant vacation.
Some sermons are lived, not preached.

It’s choice, not chance that determines your destiny.

Keep your face in the sunshine and you will not see the shadows.
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November Volunteer of the Month

Janna Broome

     Janna Broome was selected as the PCMS “Volunteer of the Month” for November. Janna and her husband David own the Daily Grand Café at 202 E. Grand Ave. Janna also serves on the PCMS Promotions Committee and was this year’s  Halloween Carnival Concession Stand Chair. 

     “Janna is new to Main Street volunteering, but you would never know it. She jumped right in, has a great skill set for working with people and getting projects accomplished and is a lot of fun besides.  We’re so very lucky to have her and her husband involved with the Main Street program as business owners, members and volunteers”, said Jayne Detten, PCMS Director. 

          PCMS is extremely appreciative to Janna for the hours of effort and attention she has provided to the organization.  Congratulations Janna on a job well done and an award well deserved!
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Memberships

as of December 1, 2008
If you have paid your 08-09 dues beginning July 1 and your name has accidentally been left off the member list below, please contact Wanda Sheehan, PCMS Treasurer at 761-4979 immediately for correction.

	

	Affairs to Remember

	American Telephone

	Ann Bandy State Farm Insurance

	Barnwell, Don and Vonda

	Baskin Stevens & Freeland, P.C.

	Baumert Cummings, Hiatt & Young, Attys.

	Becker Oil

	Berman, Julie & Brenda

	Bishop, David & Susan

	Bittman, Larry/Wachovia

	Bivin & Associates

	Boettcher Real Estate

	Bowker Ford/Ponca Plaza

	Branstetter, Rex & Wendy

	Burg, Tim  & Linda

	Cable One

	Caboose Thrift Shop

	Capital West Securities, Inc.

	Carter, Dr. Tom & Betsy

	Casey, Charles W.

	Cathey, Jerry L.

	Cherokee Strip

	City of Ponca City

	Cline, Jodi/Edward Jones

	Comfort Inn & Suites

	Completely Quilted

	ConocoPhillips

	Cook, Bonnie

	Cookshack

	Cope Photography

	Cotham, Link/Waddell & Reed

	Crank, Steve & Timilyn

	Daily Grind

	Dancey - Meador Publishing Co. Inc.

	Daniels, Mickey & Jimmy

	Davis, Paul & Marcia

	Discount Carpet Outlet L.L.C.

	Dr. Pepper

	Eastman National Bank

	Evans & Associates

	Evans Family Foundation

	Farha's Distributing

	Federal Land Bank

	Festival of Angels/Angel Central

	First National Bank

	First Street Restorations

	First United Methodist Church

	Food Pyramid

	Fox, David & JoAnne

	Friends of Marland’s Grand Home

	Friends of Senator David Myers

	Graf-X-tina Graphics

	Graven, C.E.

	Greenwood Aviation/Oklahoma Jet

	Habitat for Humanity

	Happy Days Café

	Head Country

	Her Majesty's Gems

	Hill, Susan

	Home National Bank

	Howard, Dr. Robert & Karen

	Hughes, Gary & Janet

	Hutchinson, Janel

	Jackson, Rod (Rjdc.com)

	Jim McNeese

	Jones, Shirley

	Kaw Lake Association

	Kem's Gym

	Kirk's Concession

	KIXR Radio

	Larry Murphy Insurance Agency, Inc.

	Lessert, MG

	Lewis Associates Architects, Inc.

	Lindsay, Winston & Betty

	Loftis & Wetzel

	Maddox, John & Sharon

	Marland Estate

	Martin, Gary & Janet

	Marzuola, Randol & Jocelyn

	McGee Corporation

	Merk, Michael

	Merrifield Office Supply

	Meyer, Karen

	Moore's, Inc. 

	Murphy, Kelly

	Murphy, Kevin

	My Favorite Things

	North Central Okla Surgical, Inc.

	Northcutt, Clark, Gardner, Hron & Brune  Attys.

	Oklahoma Natural Gas Company

	Opportunity Center

	Oster Financial Group

	Pioneer Oil & Gas, Inc.

	Pioneer Woman Museum

	Ponca City Chamber of Commerce

	Ponca City Publishing Co.

	Ponca City Schools

	Primerica

	Quality Water

	Raley, John W.

	Ramsey, Ray & Rosemary

	Rice, Sue

	RSVP

	Sage, Francis or Mona

	Schwartz, Helene & D. Nelson

	Sheehan, Sam & Wanda

	Smith, Derek

	Sooner Construction

	Spray's Jewelry

	Standing Bear Park/Native Am. Cul. Center

	State Farm Insurance - Nga Ly Wells

	Stolhand Heating & Air Conditioning

	Supported Community Life Styles

	Taco Stop

	Team Radio

	The Poncan Theatre

	The UPS Store

	Toni's Westside Rexall

	Torres, Andrew

	Torres, Andrew & LaShawn

	Trout Funeral Home

	Turtle's Donut Shoppe

	Tyndall Dentistry

	Tyndall, Sydney & Ryleah

	Tyson

	VanCleave & Associates

	Vandell, Terry

	Visual Solutions

	Wards Air Conditioning, Inc.

	WBBZ

	Wells Plumbing

	Zino's

	

	


