2008 Travel Alliance Partners
TAP DANCE SUMMARY
The Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department attended the annual TAP Dance in Anchorage.  We were teamed with two representatives from Little Rock and a representative from Ft Smith.  We worked to promote the Grand Central USA! brand and as a result had some direct interest in the itineraries offered y this group.  Grand Central USA! also hosted the reception prior to the final night dinner.    
Travel Alliance Partners, LLC is a partner-owned organization of the 34 premiere tour operators in the United States and Canada. Each is a regional expert with new and unique itineraries. Each Partner operates under the highest standards for business ethics and product quality. Partners purchase products in a profitable fashion, pass the savings on to the consumers and increase market share with key suppliers.

Our goal is to develop relationships with these partners to offer product to our region and/or state as a guaranteed departure.  There is additional information on the TAP website that offers more explanation of how the program works.  We have a different strategy for follow-up from the state level but I wanted any of those interested to be able to have this information.  

There website is:  www.travelalliancepartners.com
Custom Holidays
Sue Biggs

15250 Euclid 

Allen Park, MI 48101

313.388-0448
sue@customholidaysonline.com
Sue runs a small company with about 2,500 customers on her mailing list.  Group must make at least 30 in number for her to operate a tour.  Interest include gardening, theater and historic.  

Free Spirit

Sue Arko

835 W. Warner #101 PMB217
Gilbert, AZ 85233

480-926-5547
sue@freespiritvacations.com
Sue hosts 5-6 large events each year in addition in selling into TAP partners itineraries.  One program that she is working on is a “Dump-the-Pump” itinerary where people can stay in a city center and visit multiple attractions without having to board the motorcoach.  She is interested in any of our cities that could work with such a program.  She was recently named the Director of Sales for the TAP organization.

Joy Tour and Travel

Joyce Wingham and Greg Wingham

9674 Cincinnati-Columbus Road
Cincinnati, OH 45241

513-777-8221
joyce@joytours.com
In addition to group travel, Joy T & T offers FIT packages.  The work with several banks in the area and are looking for 4-5night packages for their groups.  The groups utilize moderate to luxury properties.  Packages that include a train ride seem to do very well for this company.
Mid-Atlantic Receptive Services

Kate Scopetti

PO Box 1390
Stephens City, VA 22655

540 869 1864 ext 16
mars@takeafuntrip.com
Features student tours.  They celebrate the areas diversity through cultural stops, food and ethnic attractions.  They also like to incorporate voluntourism opportunities.  They use IHG properties.  She asked specifically about American Indian, Asian American and  African American tours .  We discussed Trail of Tears, Greenwood District with Black Wall Street OKC Asian District.  Additional contact is Heather Hadley, Director of Marketing.
Talbot Tours

Nancy Sloan, Product Development Manager

1952 Camden Ave

San Jose, CA 95124

800 662-9933 x112
nancy@talbottours.com
The host a tour leader show in late Jan early Feb.  Discussed how they could include our area in additional tours.  They suggested we find a TAP Partner close to our area to package for the other Tap Partners.  Their ideal tour is 6-8 days in length.  Encouraged them to look into flying into Tulsa for their Branson package.  Serge is the President of this tour company as well as the Tap organization.

US Tours

Bob Cline

2819 Murdoch Ave

Parkersburg, WV 26101

304-485-8687 
bob@ustours.biz
Bob is the newest of the TAP partners.  He is interested in the Hats, Boots and Spurs itinerary from Grand Central USA!  He also likes he idea of the famous faces and culinary offerings.   

Travel America
Lois Steliga

8719 West Greenfield Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53214

414-258-4886
lsteliga@travelamericatours.com
TACTP@aol.com
Company is looking for new ideas to sell to their current customer base.

Starr Tours 
Mitch Sussman

2531 East State St.
Trenton, NJ 08619

609-587-0626
msussman@starrtours.com 

Provides travel and charter services to student tours primarily.  Is interested in spending a possible 3 day tour in the Grand Central USA! area.  He would like a photo CD.  Also includes gaming tours and culinary.  Currently overnight in Tulsa on cross country tour.

Tri State Travel

Dave Lange

PO Box 307

Galena, IL 61036

800-779-4869
dlange@tristatetravel.com
Company is creating a “select” program that gives the travel an option while visiting a city.  Currently overnight in Oklahoma City on their Texas Two Step program.

Western Discovery 

Ann Thomas / Tracy Gruber

507 Casazza Dr. Ste. C
Reno, NV 89502

775 329-9933

Currently packages the west (Nevada and California primarily) but offer all TAP itineraries.  She is interested in our Chick Trip program and the Golden Age of Hollywood costume exhibit.

Flemming Tours – St Louis

Bob Hoelscher

Susan Damon
3142882000
susand@flemmingtours.com
3876 South, 13600 West 

Cedar City, UT 84720
3142882000
julie@flemmingtours.com
Bob is working on packages for a UK operator.  They have multiple offices in Utah, and Missouri.  We will be working with Kim Vance in the Branson office and are planning to host her in state when time permits.  We have requested Kim create a package to offer to TAP partners on our behalf.

Shebby Lee Tours

Shebby Lee

P.O. Box 1032
Rapid City, SD 57709

605-343-4852
shebby@shebbyleetours.com
Has a group overnighting in Oklahoma City en route to Las Vegas.  Carol Jordan is her step-on guide when in Oklahoma.  She is very interested in creating packages around Civil War history for the upcoming commemoration. 

Travel Adventures

John Krish

Dave Snyder, Owner

1175 South Lapeer Road
Lapeer, MI 48446
810-538-1232
jkrish@traveladventures.com
Only operates student tours.  Dave was recently in Oklahoma City and loved it.  We talked about strategies to increase students to our area.  He suggested we need to get to the decision makers i.e. the directors, boosters and teachers and show them what we have to offer for student groups.

The Travel Authority

Rick Barringer

3070 Bristol Pike, Ste, 211
Neshaminy Plaza 2

Bensalem, PA 19020

215-638-5750
rick@travelauthority.us
He is looking for tools and ways to sell Oklahoma.  He indicated phone calls are better than emails.  He is currently working on a radio program for travel.

ACT Tours

Fred Standeven

405 King Street North – null

Waterloo, ON N2J 2Z4

519-747-3283
freds@acttours.com
Has used A to Z Ranch and done several packages to Southeast Oklahoma (was there around Easter last). Does international receptive work with the majority of his clients coming from Australia and New Zealand.  

Select Holidays

Lynn Holinski

P.O. Box 6040
Innisfail, AB T4G 1S7

403 227 3545
lynn@selectholidays.com
Many of her tours have an agriculture component.  Lots of farmers as clients.  They enjoy when they can intermingle with the producer and share ideas of farming/ranching.  Group average in age about 55+.  She would work with Kim Vance for packages to our area.

Anderson Vacations

Heather Huska

#311, 1117 1st Street SW
Calgary, AB T2R 0T9

Seth Downs
1-780-686-6426
sdowns@andersonvacations.ca
Company does customized tours for group and FIT clients.  Have customer base in California, Australia and New Zealand in addition to Canada.  Interested in themed itineraries.
