COMMENTS ABOUT THE 2006 STATE FAIR BOOTH

I had a great day! Had plenty of materials and even handed out some from the previous day. Every Fair goer has their own town of interest and would like information about that town. These people cannot go every day to the fair. Would like to have information about OMSC had several communities inquire about joining the main Street Program. Used all the tickets. Looking foward to next year.
Stillwater--Andy
Hi Tracey!  I thought it was a worthwhile use of Cherokee's dollars.  I brought lots of handouts(too many), but did distribute many as well.  I utilized the TV to show a video of Cherokee.  We are developing an economic developement type video with Western Farmers Electrical Coop, and I plan to use that next year as well.  Since I had just one shift, 10 till 4, I came alone.  I had a helper recruited from the Edmond area.  I did not use all my tickets.  I decorated with a birding theme.  It was adequate.  Next year I will foof up more.  Thank you for the opportunity.  
Cherokee--Susie
We had plenty of things to hand out, had plenty of things to decorate the booth, used both tickets, had many visitors (didn't count them).  Many of those that stopped to visit and showed real interest in the Main Street program have the misconception that Main Street communities get money from OMSC or think there are cash money grants available from OMSC.  Everyone's looking for that free money tree I guess.  I would suggest that those communities sending volunteers prepare an FAQ sheet or a little bit of information about the Main Street program for them to study up on or have at hand.  A volunteer and myself worked the booth and we both showed up.  We put a little volunteer time in for the Department of Tourism sticking dots over a misprint in the Okla Cool guide, which helped pass the slower times.
 

Hope this feedback helps. 

Shattuck--Tonja Jones

I also had a great time.  I brought 2 large banners, one advertising our upcoming Oktoberfest, which is an official centennial event, and one of the banners we hang around the square for Enid Lights Up The Plains.  I also had Enid information books, Conference Center info, Leonardo's and Gaslight Theatre pamphlets, and a "Fun Things to do in Downtown Enid" stack. Also Oktoberfest flyers.  
 

I shared the day with Nolan from Okmulgee, which was also very helpful in terms of taking breaks.  We were very busy, it was Senior Citizen's day, and as we all know, these Seniors love to pick up travel information, and talk about their experiences.  While I try to remember to bring everything with me, it would be helpful to have a box with t-pins, tape, velcro, paper towels, etc. 

Enid--Lindy Chambers
I gave out two boxes full of Okmulgee visitor bags. I worked with Lindy from Enid. I did not take any decorations because I didnt know too. I also worked in the tourism booth alot since i also do tourism.

I took 500 okmulgee calendar of events with me. i left what I had left.

It seemed as there were not alot of information left from other towns.

No one wanted the "hit the road" posters, most picked them up and put them back.

 

I thought it was great. Not like a regular travel show, but still good traffic. However, they should outlaw the little motorized scooters. I got run over twice.

Okmulgee--Nolan

I must admit I didn’t use all my tickets.  I had great plans, but I had to go by myself.  

I think it works great for Antlers and Durant to market together since we’re so close. And I think we work very well together.  (I believe Lisa agrees.)

It is an opportunity we couldn’t afford on our own, and I’m extremely grateful to be able to attend the fair.  I was early in choosing my day, and I was very happy with the first Friday.

Had plenty of stuff to hand out. I think Lisa and I both would have liked to decorate the booth more, but things didn’t work out. But with the OMSP background, we were good.

One thing I might suggest (If it’s not too much trouble) is to get a uniform sort of poster or printout with the towns’ names on it for the day.  For instance, Antlers and Durant would be posted on the day we’re going, and it would either be printed on one poster or on two separate posters with the same look.  If I do one, and Lisa does one, they’re not going to look the same.  We could Velcro them on the backdrop.

Another thing I was wondering about—if we had handouts that we could leave at the booth.  This might not work logistically, but it would be nice to be able to promote our towns throughout the fair.  They could be placed on a standup rack at the side, or they could be placed under the table.  Upon request (for our area), they could be distributed.  

I have a rack in my office that stands up and doesn’t take up much room. It could even be placed at the back of the booth.  It’s not really expensive.

Of course, I’m not going to promote other towns on my day at the fair, but if the people are from a certain area OR if they’re going to a certain Main Street town, I would be glad to tell them about the local Downtown and give them info.

I do understand that Tourism was next to us and supposedly in a joint booth.  I was very disappointed not to find my “country” or area represented at Tourism.  So, I wasn’t crazy about this whole concept.  Antlers’ “country” wasn’t represented either.  Apparently, the only areas represented were the areas that “participated” in the cost. I don’t have a problem with this when they’re at a Kansas or Texas show, but when Tourism goes to the State Fair, I think they should represent the whole state.  I would be glad for this information to be passed along to Tourism.  

We both asked about our specific towns, and the people working the booths didn’t have a clue why we weren’t represented or where we could find information on our area.  (Actually, I think the person Antlers spoke with told them that we weren’t represented because of the cost thing.

One thing I was impressed with:  Antlers had a basket weaver. She was very talkative, and related well to the crowd.  She also attracted a lot of interest with her craft.  We should all (yes, me too) have some interactive activity.  (I tell my people to do this when we have shows, but I just don’t always get it done.)  This got a lot of people to stop and talk that otherwise would have gone on by.

One other thing I liked was the high stools.  This allows us to sit yet be at eye level with the people walking by.

Again, I’m grateful for the opportunity and hope we are able to continue to do this. I think it’s a great way to market Main Street throughout the state.

Durant--Donna

I totally agree with Donna...  It worked out great for Antlers and Durant to share a day.  We actually do share the whole day.  We both try to get there at the start, and stay till the end.  Antlers used all of our tickets - I came and brought a volunteer, Linda Lou Alexander, the basket weaver, and of course, a member of the Main Street Auxillary, my husband Steve.  It's great to have several people working the same booth all day because we rotate breaks, and the booth is never left unmanned (or, unwomanned).  I remember reading the calendar and feeling bad for Shattuck because they were signed up to man the booth alone the day after we had.

 

Unfortunately, the graphics I had ordered did not come in on time (they showed up the following Monday morning), but we did give away over 200 free samples of fudge donated from The Fudge Station in Antlers.  And, thank God for Linda Lou, my basketweaver lady.  She has worked hundreds of trade shows and festivals, and she never meets a stranger.  Donna brought her laptop and we used it to show slideshows of our towns.  This was a great tool to draw people in and showcase our communities.  I think it would be great if we had a dvd player next year.  I know it will be costly, but it will be worth it.  Maybe we could all do a fundraiser, or take up a collection at the next training.  

 

I appreciate the opportunity to attend the State Fair, and I can't believe more communities don't participate.  
 

Antlers--Lisa Taylor
Worked the fair on Monday, Sept 18th, evening shift (4 to 9 pm).  Had plenty of things to pass out. Didn't decorate booth much, what with backdrop already being decorated.

I took my Kolache Royalty with me. Real crowd pleasers as you know.

Definitely helps get people to stop and talk. If a town has any festival royalty, or someone to do a craft, (like Antlers basket maker), it really draws the crowd in and gives you a chance to promote your town. Lots of people wanted pictures of the royalty, and of course want to know who they are, etc. Really gives you/them a chance to plug your town.

I know there is no way that I could have talked to as many people as we did without my royalty.  I took the Kolache Queen, Princess, and Prince, all in their outfits of course. Also had one mom.

Taking royalty/craftsperson with you also has other advantages. You get to take a break from the booth! Whether it's a bathroom break, a chance to grab some great fair food, or to just walk around and stretch your legs, you get a break without leaving the booth unmanned.

Definitely feel like it is worth the time and trouble. Great chance for everyone to show off what their town has. Also gave us a chance to promote our Pumpkin Festival/Quilt Show coming up on October 14th.

I too liked the high stools.  You can't stand all the time you're there, and these let you still greet and interact with the fairgoers.

Didn't use all my tickets. Turns out it was kids day and my royalty got in free.  I did use them this weekend, when we were showing livestock!

Anyway, definitely think we need to keep doing it.

Prague--Tim Short

I think it is a great opportunity.  Thank you for providing us with a booth space at the state fair...we could not afford to promote our community or program if it were not for this program offered through the OMSC.  This is one activity that my Board really gets involved in, and I really need that:) 

I brought plenty of things to hand out.  I handed out about 150 bags from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  I had plenty of things to decorate the board with and really like what the OMSC had available.  All of my volunteers showed up and were on time.  We used all of our tickets.  I prefer not to have the parking ticket.  We gave $5 for parking to each of our volunteers.  It cost us $25 and was totally worth the booth space and this exciting opportunity that really gets my Board involved.  We talked to several people who picked up bags (150 of them), who stopped to watch our videos, who were looking at our table and backdrop, and who stopped to sign up for our drawing. 

Thank You!!!

El Reno--Codie Finnigan

Tracey,

 

It is all about the give-aways! We had a ton of people stop by our booth. I was sorry I hadn't brought more stuff, but I'll be wiser next year...I'll also bring a dolly! The Route 66 theme really caught there attention, and they liked that we supplied bags for them. It was a lot of fun, I am glad I wasn't there for the stabbings though!

 

Sapulpa--Janet

Tracey, 

We had enough handouts, I loved the backdrop and the bar stools! I wished that they had informed us of the shootings and knife fights on the midway. I found out much later that night after getting home late! This did concern me! 

 

Next year we need contact information of the state staff and handout information in pamphlet form. 

 

It is such a good time to reach and informed people that usually does not even know about our organization.

 

I did not use all my tickets; I always think that my board will help, maybe next year.

 

I would like to see the color books available again! They really did not like the posters.

I always take things to give away free, that will stop people no matter what. They do like all of the free things. Cari and I would like to know what they do with all of it.

 

I most defiantly would like for this to continue. Just provide some entertaining people in the booths around us! We did miss the woodcarver and the Oklahoma boy! When there was lag time they did make us laugh.

 

Woodward--Kathryn Upchurch

Kat and I had a great time, as always at the fair. I think it works good for us representing each side of the state. Fair goers usually have been to one or the other. I didn't bring any back drop stuff this year, but did bring pictures to set on the table and Charmed by Chocolate info. We loved the high barstools. We seemed to have alot more people stop and talk to us in this  new location. Kat and I both  wore our T-shirts from Nationals, that drew a crowd itself.(No I did not wear the eyelashes). I would like to have more info from other towns for us to hand out and from OMSC. You do a great job of setting this up and we appreciate it!!!!

Ada--Cari Gray
