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ECG is a nonprofit organization, working in conjunction with the City of Oklahoma City, Capitol Chamber of Commerce and the Oklahoma State Main Street to revitalize the historic NE 23rd Street District and recreate an environment highly attractive to marketplace trade and social activity. 

Board/Membership Meetings are currently held the second Wednesday of each month at 12:00 noon at Ralph Ellison Library, 2000 NE 23rd Street.  Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. If you would like to be notified of when and where the meetings will be

held, please call or send us your address and we will get you on the mailing list.

Tough choices for tough times 

By Yolanda Young

These are tough economic times, especially for African-Americans, for whom the unemployment rate is more than 10%. Alarmingly, rather than belt-tightening, the response has been to spend more. In many poor neighborhoods, one is likely to notice satellite dishes and expensive new cars.
According to Target Market, a company that tracks black consumer spending, blacks spend a significant amount of their income on depreciable products. In 2002, the year the economy nose-dived; we spent $22.9 billion on clothes, $3.2 billion on electronics and $11.6 billion on furniture to put into homes that, in many cases, were rented.

Among our favorite purchases are cars and liquor. Blacks make up only 12% of the U.S. population, yet account for 30% of the country's Scotch consumption. Detroit, which is 80% black, is the world's No. 1 market for Cognac. So impressed was Lincoln with the $46.7 billion that blacks spent on cars that the automaker commissioned Sean "P. Diddy" Combs, the entertainment and fashion mogul, to design a limited-edition Navigator replete with six plasma screens, three DVD players and a Sony PlayStation 2.

The only area where blacks seem to be cutting back on spending is books; total purchases have gone from a high of $356 million in 2000 to $303 million in 2002. 

This shortsighted behavior, motivated by a desire for instant gratification and social acceptance, comes at the expense of our future.

The National Urban League's "State of Black America 2004" report found that fewer than 50% of black families owned their homes compared with more than 70% of whites. 

According to published reports, the Ariel Mutual Funds/Charles Schwab 2003 Black Investor Survey found that when comparing households where blacks and whites had roughly the same household incomes, whites saved nearly 20% more each month for retirement, and 30% of African-Americans earning $100,000 a year had less than $5,000 in retirement savings. While 79% of whites invest in the stock market, only 61% of African-Americans do. Certainly, higher rates of unemployment, income disparity and credit discrimination are financial impediments to the economic vitality of blacks, but so are our consumer tastes. By finding the courage to change our spending habits, we might be surprised at how far the $631 billion we now earn might take us.

NE 23RD STREETSCAPE UPDATE 

April 20, 2006

	Wayne Reid, Executive Director, Eastside Capitol Gateway led the update meeting at Ralph Ellison Library on the NE 23rd Street construction progress.

	

	Phase 1 of the construction is from Bath Street west to the Broadway Extension.

	

	The contract for the project from the Bath Street to I-35 is still in review with the City of OKC and may be ready in the next 120 days for bid.  Ralph Ellison Library and OKC Planning Dept. are finalizing the specification for the civil rights plaza on the NW corner of the library at NE 23rd Street and Martin Luther King.  This is not the civil rights monument proposed for the State Capitol grounds.

There were discussions of a Business Improvement District (BID) for NE 23rd Street.

The BID is proposed for the cleaning maintenance, general management, marketing, and of the district. There are some issues raised from the property owners about the City of OKC’s basic role of maintenance of the new streetscape. 

	  The Property Owners will decide on the details of how and what is done with the funds    that would be collected and will make the final decision because it is their private funds. The BID   FUNDS can ONLY be used on NE 23rd Street. There is no sales tax or public monies applied to the BID. There will    be public meetings on the BID. The next NE 23rd Street    Update meeting will be at the Royal Tuche at 3815 N. Kelley, on May 18, 2006.  Breakfast buffet will be served at your expense. The time was     changed to 7:00 a.m. to allow 

the contractors to attend.

The BID Steering Committee meeting will be May 18, 2006 at Ralph Ellison Library 6:30  P.M.  

The Eastside Capitol Gateway and the Capitol Chamber of Commerce sponsored the meeting.



	

	Litter Blitz 2006

Saturday, April 15, 2006, ECG had 12 volunteers to collect 40 bags of trash on 23rd Street and Glen Ellyn Park. The next Trash-Off    is June 10th at 9:00 am at Ralph Ellison Library.

To volunteer or to make a donation call 528-2342.



ECG Committee Meetings 

DESIGN Meeting: Thursday, May 18th at 12 Noon at Ralph Ellison Library. Sam Ray Moore, Chairman. 427-1006 

This will be a great opportunity for the

Residents of the district neighborhoods as well

as all others interested in quality urban design. 

Promotion Committee Meeting:   Wednesday, May 10th at 1:00 P.M., at Ralph Ellison Library. Clarence Powers, Chairman.

 681-0815

The Promotion Committee is planning this year's Juneteenth BBQ Cook-Off. They still have lots of work to do as they prepare a festival complete with food, local entertainment, kids’ games and much, much more. If you are interested in helping the Juneteenth committee.

Organization Committee Meeting:  Wednesday, May 10th  at 11:00 A.M. Ralph Ellison Library. Ted Russell, Chairman.      405-255-1226.

Economic Restructuring Committee Meeting:  Thursday, May 4th at 5:00 P.M. Call 528-2342 information on meeting place. Willard Linzy, Chairman.

More news from around the district
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New Construction

There is a new service station under construction at Santa Fe and NE 23rd. There will be 20 pumps and a store.

COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE

FIRST SECURITY BANK, 1541 NE 23RD 405- 424-4341
23RD Street Commercial Property Loans 

Construction Loans, Purchase or Improvement Loans for Commercial Property 

HERE ARE THE DETAILS!

· 6.5% A.P.R. Fixed 

· 10 Year Amortization 

· Commercial Property Must Be Located on NE 23rd St. between I-35 and I-235 (Broadway). 

· Maximum Loan amount per business is  $ 100, 000

· Subject to Approved Credit Application 

COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY     

405-232-0199

ENTERPRISE COMMUNITY SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

SEEDS Loan Program (Self-Employment Entrepreneurial Development)

Loan Funds Can Be Used For:  

· Working Capital 

· Construction and Renovation 

· Inventory and Fixed Assets 

· Purchase of Existing Buildings 

· Capital Equipment 

Technical Assistance 

· Business Counseling 

· Site Location 

· Business Plan Development 

· Access to Referral Network

· Business Establishment

Small Business Training

· Business Plan Development 

· Business Taxes 

· Loan Packaging 

· Marketing and Advertising 

· Basic Accounting and Bookkeeping 

· Time Management 

For applications or more information: 

Call: 405.232.0199

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Monday thru Friday

E-mail: CAAOKC@aol.com
Time to apply for 2006 $50,000   Grants For NE 23rd St. Property

Owners of commercial buildings located on NE 23rd Street may be eligible for up to $50,000 in a Matching Energy Grant! July 1, 2006, new Grant funds will be available. The funds are for new windows, doors, Heat and Air systems, energy efficient lighting, energy efficient doors, windows and insulation. This program is intended for “energy saving” enhancement to those commercial buildings which are visible from the NE 23rd Street right-of-way.  Contact Wayne at (405) 528-2342

April 20, 2006, Tracey Cox performed an Interior evaluations for OOH WEE Fashions, Just 4 You and LaMoor's Beauty Supply. Providing tip on display setup and arrangement. This service along with marketing services are available. Call Wayne at 528-2342

LANEY’S BUSINESS

        SERVICES

       405-282-8665

TED RUSSELL

REAL ESTATE

405-255-1226

Graphix By Us, Inc.

Trena Byas

(405) 250-0108
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EASTSIDE CAPITOL GATEWAY MAIN STREET

2006 DREAM CAR GIVE-A-WAY
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2006 Lexus GS 300 Sedan sponsored by Eskridge LEXUS of OKC
700 W. Memorial Rd. 

OKC OK 73114

405-755-9000

Thank you for your interest in the Eastside Capitol Gateway Main Street (ECG) 2006 Dream Car GIVE-A-WAY. ECG is sponsoring a 

Dream Car Give-A-Way; there will be only 1,500 tickets at $100 each for a 2006 Lexus GS 300 Sedan with sponsorship from Eskridge LEXUS of OKC. Portions of proceeds from the Dream Car Give-A-Way will allow ECG to provide scholarships for our Junior Entrepreneur Main Street (JEMS). These scholarships will assist graduating seniors with tuition assistance. JEMS target age groups of youth are from the fifth grade to 
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high school seniors, they will able to learn the basic characteristics of successful entrepreneurs, risks and rewards of running a business, life skills 

[image: image11.emf]    ESKRIDGE LEXUS OF  OKLAHOMA CITY  


(including budgeting and investing), the importance of a business plan and the steps on its preparation. JEMS Youth Program’s mission is to provide young entrepreneurs the training that allows them to become committed volunteers, develop their ability to become successful business and community leaders. 
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Contact us for tickets, questions and the GIVE-A-WAY rules. Eastside Capitol Gateway, 2620 N. MLK 73111, 405-528-2342, Fax: 405-424-4009.

For more details contact Wayne Reid at 528-2342

Email:ecg-ms@sbcglobal.net
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Web: ecgmainstreet.com
New Businesses on 

“The Two Three” 

Chris Knight Salon

1235 NE 23rd Street 

405-361-5768 

Stylz Urban Wear

1320 NE 23rd Street                                                                              

Eastside Capitol Gateway

2620 N. M.L.K. 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 73111

405-528-2342

ecg-ms@sbgclobal.net
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"Copyright 2006 Eastside Capitol Gateway Main Street Nonprofit 
Services."
6th Annual Juneteenth      


�


BBQ Cook-Off


JUNE 16-17th  2006


June 16: 7pm-11pm  June 17: 10am-11pm


Location: OKLAHOMA STATE CAPITOL COMPLEX-SOUTH PARK


  Free live entertainment     Music     games





Barbeque Cook-Off Entry


BBQ Entry Fee: $150.00


(Brisket, Pork Ribs Pork Loin,Chicken)


Prizes


Master of the Pit: $600.00


Reserve Master of the Pit: $350.00


Each Category 1st place: $150.00


2nd Place $100.00; 3rd Place: $75.00


Food  (vendor) Booth Fees $250.00


Non-Food Booth Fees- $225.00


Backyard Championship


(Chicken & Rib only) 


BBQ Entry Fee: $60.00 per entry or $100.00 for 2


Each Category 1st place: $100.00


2nd Place $75.00; 3rd Place: $50.00


Based on number of entrants


Side Categories


Entry Fee: $15.00 per entry


BBQ Sauces,  Desserts, BBQ or Baked Beans  & Potato Salads


*(Prizes based on number of entrants)


                                               Water and electric hook-ups available at site for Vendors and Contestants 


   For more information or to register, call Wayne or Madien at 405-528-2342 


E-mail: ecg-ms@sbcglobal.net


REGISTRATION ENDS JUNE 14th
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        Dugar Insurance Agency





 “When the market is tough call us” 


405-424-7350
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