February 7, 2007

The Honorable Mary Fallin

House of Representatives

Congress of the United States

1432 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC  20515

Dear Congresswoman Fallin:

As you know, the Oklahoma Main Street Center of the Oklahoma Department of Commerce provides assistance to the 41 active Oklahoma Main Street communities.  We are a part of the National Trust Main Street Center and part of a network of 41 coordinating programs and over 1,800 Main Street communities in the country.  Main Street is a proven program of revitalization for communities partnering historic preservation and economic development.

The Oklahoma Main Street Center developed the Main Street Energy Grant Program in 2000.  It was designed to incorporate energy conservation and efficiency with historic preservation to help reduce the cost of doing business for small businesses all across Oklahoma.  The funds for the program funneled through the State Energy Office from the U.S. Department of Energy.  

Energy costs are a major overhead factor for small business and a more energy efficient building results in a better bottom line profit for the business.  From 2000 to 2004 we funded $734,290.77 which resulted in nearly two million dollars in building restoration and efficiency.  We funded 41 contracts to 27 communities and saw 77 building renovations.  We trained our program managers and volunteers in energy efficiency measures, auditing procedures, and how to properly administer federal funds.  This was an enormously successful and popular program.  The grants awarded were matching grants with over 50% funded by the building owner.  This eliminated less viable projects tying up funds.
However, the State Energy Office cut the Main Street Energy Grant Program due to a decrease in available funds.  At the time of the cut, we had eight applications amounting to over $110,000 that were not funded.  The Oklahoma Main Street Center of the Oklahoma Department of Commerce would like to request funding to continue with this program.  In the past we averaged approximately $150,000 a year in funding but certainly could have funded more.  

There would be NO administrative costs involved with this funding.  In other words, every cent funded at the federal level would go directly to the communities to fund the building renovations.  OG+E has generously given of its time to conduct our energy audits at no cost to the programs.  I feel that we could administer Energy Grant Program funds again in the amount of $150,000 without adding to our administrative costs.
Thank you in advance for your support and if you need any more information, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Linda (Stinnett) Barnett

Director

Oklahoma Main Street Center

Oklahoma Department of Commerce
