Sen Stratton Taylor
Rep Tad Jones

On behalf of the Claremore Main Street Board of Directors and all the business and property owners in historic Downtown Claremore, I am writing to you about our concern that funds for the Oklahoma Main Street Energy Grant Program will not be available for FY 2006-2007. 
The funds for this grant program came about through a creative partnership between the Oklahoma Main Street Center and the Oklahoma Department of Energy. A pool of money in the ODOE yearly budget was allocated for energy efficiency improvements in the historic structures located in the Oklahoma Main Street Communities. Over the 6 years this program is in place, it has impacted 77 buildings, been matched with over $734,290.77 in private dollars; helped create new businesses, new jobs, new life to downtown communities. There are not many other grant programs that can show such direct results benefiting individuals, businesses, downtowns and the entire community. 

It is my understanding that for some reason, the ODOE did not include this program in their budget request to the Federal Department of Energy this year. 
I know first hand what a difference this grant program has made in several Oklahoma downtowns. Specifically in Claremore, we have received over $12,000 which provided the necessary financial piece for the restoration of three buildings; two of which had stood empty and now house new businesses, new employees in the community and create sales tax dollars. It was matched with private monies, creating over $35,000 reinvestment in downtown Claremore.

We currently have one $30,000 energy grant application submitted to the state for funding. This grant, which would benefit the Belvidere Mansion, would provide the funding for much needed window repairs and other improvements to one of our most beloved historic structures. The Belvidere Mansion is a popular tourist destination which, along with its gift shop and rentable facilities, is now also serving a lunch menu – yet another place for tourists to spend dollars. A second grant, in the process of being completed for submittal, is for the Masonic Hall Building located at Cherokee and Will Rogers. Besides the many improvements that have been made to the Masonic Hall, located on the upper floor, the grant would have helped fund many needed improvements to the 5 commercial rental units on the street level. These improvements would enhance the downtown’s ability to attract new business to the core of Claremore.
It is my hope, and we are requesting, that you consider an appropriation of state funds to subsidize this very important program this year. We would also ask that you impart to the Oklahoma Department of Energy your appreciation of this program and what it has done for your community in the past, and stress the importance of inclusion of the program in their 2007-2008 budget request to the Federal Department of Energy.  

